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“Opportunity is missed by most people 

because it is dressed in overalls and looks 

like work.”
-Thomas Edison





Students

Acquiring

Knowledge Through

Enterprise (SAKE)





Be in a university 
that supports new 
ideas rather than 
kills them.

Key to curriculum innovation #1 







Involve key players, 
regardless of their home 
departments.

Key to curriculum innovation #2 











Wins Finalists

University of Arkansas 23 31

University of Louisville 12 19

University of Michigan 6 11

Northwestern University 6 13

Purdue University 6 9

Carnegie Mellon University 5 6

University of Texas at Austin 3 10

Johns Hopkins University 1 14

National Startup Competition Results  
(2009-2017)

#1



Find a way to generate 
interest, excitement, and 
forward momentum.

Key to curriculum innovation #3 
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Simulate the real world in 
the classroom.

Key to curriculum innovation #4 





Silicon Solar Solutions

REJUVENICS
TECHNOLOGIES



Pair extremely high 
expectations with strong 
support.

Key to curriculum innovation #5 





Completely understand that it was a new process this year versus last 
year, but I definitely felt a little lost on due dates and expectations for 
assignments.

The largest downside for this class was the iFund. 

I hope I get to know the Carol that everyone else talks about.

This class has helped me to understand entrepreneurship and myself 
better. You are a wonderful professor, who I know is actively working on 
improving the course, and are dedicated to the success of your 
students. Thank you for all that you do.





Phase 1: First 5 Weeks

Phase 2: Second 5 Weeks





Never give up! Never 
give up! Never give up!

Winston Churchill(ish)

Key to curriculum innovation #6 



• Be in a university that supports new ideas rather than kills 
them.

• Involve key players, regardless of their home departments.

• Find a way to generate interest, excitement, and forward 
momentum.

• Simulate the real world in the classroom.

• Pair extremely high expectations with strong support.

• Never give up! Never give up! Never give up!

Keys to Curriculum Innovation





Thank you.

entrepreneurship.uark.edu

@UofA_ent

/BrewerFamilyEntrepreneurshipHub/




