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Ask yourself these questions:   
 

What do I like about the textbooks I currently assign? 
What do I dislike about the textbooks I assign? 
What would make the textbook better?   
What do my students need from a textbook?   
Why do my students read the textbook I assign?  
Why don’t my students read the textbook I assign? 
Why do my students buy the textbook I assign?  
Why don’t my students buy the textbook I assign? 

 
Think about your answers and then imagine you could change the things 
you don’t like and enhance the things you do like about the textbooks you 
assign.  
 
Imagine that  

● all of your students had access to the textbook on the very first day of 
class and still had the same access on the day they graduated  

● none of your students ever had to choose between buying textbooks 
and paying the electric bill, or buying food, or paying for their child’s 
field trip to the zoo. 

 
What can you do?   

● Consider adopting OER!  
● Consider creating OER! 
● Consider adapting an existing OER! 

 
 
 
 
 



But, what is it?  
● "OER are teaching, learning, and research resources that reside in the public domain or 

have been released under an intellectual property license that permits their free use and re-
purposing by others. Open educational resources include full courses, course materials, 
modules, textbooks, streaming videos, tests, software, and any other tools, materials, or 
techniques used to support access to knowledge." Hewlett Foundation 
 

How do I find it? 
● Our local guide:  Finding Open Educational Resources 
● OER Commons 
● Mason OER Metafinder (MOM) 
●  Open Textbook Library 

 

  Who can help me?  
The OER Team!   
Contact us:  oer@uark.edu 
 
Presentation Notes:   
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Thank you for attending! 
 

 Please see our library OER Guide at 
http://uark.libguides.com/oer 
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