
Paper Assignment Sheet: 
 
The Situation: 
We will be pretending to be members of the United States Senate, debating the Indian Removal 
Act.  Your job is to take on the role of a United States Senator or a member of the Cherokee 
Indian delegation to the United States and debate the following question:  should the United 
States authorize the removal of all Indians west of the Mississippi River?  
 
At the beginning of the simulation, the Indian Removal Act (pages 125-128) will be introduced.  
That is the bill the Senate in our simulation will be debating.  To that end, BRING YOUR 
READING TO CLASS to help you referencing specific parts of the bill.   
 
Some things to remember: 

1. The Cherokee delegation represents the ideas of ALL Indians East of the Mississippi 
River so those who represent the Cherokee can pull on any ideas from any Native 
American groups.  

2. You are not taking on the role of a specific Senator, ie a real live person but rather a 
nameless and faceless senator that holds this position.  We are far more interested in the 
positions than in the actual people who held them in this simulation. 

 
Character Roles: 
Pro-Removal Activists:  Enter Student Names 
Anti-Removal Activists:  Enter Student Names 
Cherokee Indians:  Enter Student Names 
 
How to “Do” the Simulation: 
Your first task is to read the selected pages of The Long Bitter Trail, which is on blackboard.  
As you are reading, you will want to be looking for different ways that the pro-removal or anti-
removal factions are thinking about why the United States should or should not remove Indians 
from their lands.  If you are a Cherokee Indian, you’ll want to look for what the Indians 
themselves would say to the Federal Government about why they should not be removed from 
their land.  Use the discussion questions on blackboard as a way to get a handle on Wallace’s 
argument and write down specific ideas about your particular viewpoint as you move through. 
 
Your second task is to figure out a coherent way to communicate your viewpoint to a reader.  
Your simulation paper will be a 1-2 page paper which outlines your particular position.  You 
will want to frame your paper around the central question for the class: should the United States 
authorize the removal of all Indians west of the Mississippi River? It needs to be specific, 
that is you will have to pull from specific arguments that pro-removal and anti-removal 
supporters used in the actual time period.  These should be correctly cited using the citation 
guidelines below.  You can use “I” and “our” or any other first person idea as long as you are 
taking on the role of someone who lived in the 1820s and 1830s. 
 
The best papers (those which will get an 18, 19, and 20 or in the A range) will be specific.  The 
more specific you can get about why you believe in a particular idea or why your party is the 



“better” one is going to help you the most.  Referencing specific ideas, events, or people from the 
reading is going to help you give that needed specificity.   
 
How The Simulation Will Run: 
The Vice-President of the United States, who also is the President of the United States Senate 
(Dr. Gigantino) will start the session by asking for opening statements from each side of the bill.  
Pro-removal activists will go first, followed by anti-removal activists.  A member of the 
Cherokee Indian delegation will then have an opportunity to speak.  After opening statements, I 
will recognize one senator from each side and one Cherokee delegate in rotating order 
(pro/anti/Cherokee) until all speakers have been exhausted.  After each speaker, other students 
will have an opportunity to ask questions of that speaker.  When speaking at the podium in 
front of the class, you MAY NOT read off of your paper. 
 
Technical Requirements:  ***IMPORTANT*** 
All papers should be double spaced using Times New Roman 12 point font with 1” margins all 
around.  MS Word defaults to 1.25” so you have to make sure to go in and change the margins. 
Papers must be between 1 and 2 pages in length.   
 
When you start the paper, you will need a header.  For a header, put your name and the date the 
paper is due, single spaced, in the upper left hand corner.  Then, press “enter” twice and start 
your paper, double spaced, there.  What this does is prevent the half-page headers and titles.  
Your paper should also be stapled.  Any deviation from these instructions will result in a 
TWO point deduction from your paper grade  
 
 
Submission: 
All papers are due at the beginning of class.  Papers need to be submitted in TWO different 
ways.  For me to accept your paper for credit, you need to submit a hardcopy of the paper by the 
beginning of class and be present in class for the simulation.  You also need to submit an 
electronic version of the paper on blackboard by the beginning of class.  If you submit a 
hardcopy and attend the simulation but do not submit an electronic copy, you will receive a 
THREE point deduction from your paper grade.  Submitting only an electronic copy (ie no 
paper copy) or submitting a paper copy and then not attending class is unacceptable and the 
paper will not be accepted for credit.  YOU MUST ATTEND THE SIMULATION PORTION 
OF THE CLASS FOR THE PAPER TO BE COUNTED. 
 
Late Papers: 
Late papers are not accepted under any circumstances except for those stated on the syllabus. 

Information on Citations/Works Cited: 

If you are talking about a generally known historical fact, something like “World War II ended 
in 1945” you do not need to provide a citation for that since it is general common 
knowledge.  That does not mean that you can copy directly word for word from a textbook or 
internet site about World War II.  You need to talk about these commonly known historical facts 
in your own words. 



If you want to use a specific idea from one of our sources, let’s say an author’s interpretation of 
how notions of race were created, that is not common knowledge, the author brought this stuff to 
light through historical investigation and published it.  You need to give him or her credit for that 
idea.  You give credit by providing a citation afte 

r the quote or at the end of the paragraph (if you are not using a direct quote) by putting (Author 
last name 132).  That shows me that I can find that idea on page one hundred and thirty-
two.  You should NOT use any outside sources for this paper other than those we read in 
class.  You also do NOT need a works cited page.  

IMPORTANT:  For this paper, you must cite every direct quote (those that you pull directly for 
another source) with a citation (Author 132) right after the end of the sentence where the quote 
is.  If you are using the ideas without a direct quote and aren’t directly using the author’s words, 
you MUST put a citation at the END of the paragraph.  EVERYTHING NEEDS TO BE 
CITED!  It does not matter if you aren’t using exactly what they said:  if you benefited from 
reading some source in writing a particular paragraph, you have to cite it at the end of the 
paragraph. 

Academic Honesty: 

In the case of a paper, there are two things that present the greatest challenge to students with 
academic honesty:  cheating and plagiarism.  Cheating on an outside assignment is really 
working with other students on your paper.  YOU CANNOT DO THAT.  This is an individual 
assignment and you have to work alone.  No collaboration of any kind is permitted. 

Plagiarism is a major issue that historians deal with on an everyday basis.  As academics, 
historians produce scholarship:  original ideas about past events.  That is what they spend their 
lives doing.  For example, each of the authors you read this semester probably spent four or five 
years (or longer) of his or her life researching and writing their books.  By citing the book, we 
give them credit for the work they did.  As historians, the idea is that if we enforce citation 
guidelines for other’s books, when they teach our own work they would enforce citation 
guidelines for your work. 

The University of Arkansas Policy on Academic Honesty states: 

Academic dishonesty involves acts that may subvert or compromise the integrity of the 
educational or research process at the University of Arkansas, when such acts have been 
performed by a UA student. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, any act by 
which a student gains or attempts to gain an academic advantage for him/herself or another 
by misrepresenting his/her or another’s work or by interfering with the independent 
completion, submission, or evaluation of academic work. Academic dishonesty may include 
those acts defined as research or scholarly misconduct; such academic integrity issues are 
subject to review under this policy as well as under the University’s Research and Scholarly 
Misconduct Policy 

Since we are most concerned with Plagiarism for this assignment, here is the 
University’s definition of Plagiarism:  



“Plagiarizing, that is, the offering as one's own work the words, ideas, or arguments of another 
person without appropriate attribution by quotation, reference, or footnote. Plagiarism occurs 
both when the words of another are reproduced without acknowledgement or when the ideas or 
arguments of another are paraphrased in such a way as to lead the reader to believe that they 
originated with the writer. It is the responsibility of all University students to understand the 
methods of proper attribution and to apply those principles in all materials submitted.”  In this 
course, I interpret this section to prohibit the following: 

1. Directly quoting all or part of another person's written or spoken words without 
quotation marks, as appropriate to the discipline.  First, you have to follow the 
citation rules that I’ve talked about above.  Second, you cannot copy and paste something 
out of Wikipedia or some other online source or any source and claim it as your 
own.  Any verbatim copy and pasting and not citing it is considered plagiarism 

2. Paraphrasing all or part of another person's written or spoken words without notes 
or documentation within the body of the work; You can’t take the ideas that an author 
creates and claim them as your own without citation---meaning that if you want to talk 
about an author’s ideas, you need to cite the page number at the end of the paragraph.  It 
is his mind that came up with that interpretation, you can’t use it without giving him 
credit.  It ALSO means that you can’t go to an online source and reword what that online 
source says and put it in your paper. 

Note:  the bold language comes from the University of Georgia statement on academic honesty 

My main piece of advice here is that if you are not sure you should cite something either talk to 
me about it ahead of time or if it is too late to ask, go ahead and put a citation in your paper---it 
can’t hurt.  

For complete information about academic honesty, policies, procedures, and penalties, see http:// 
http://provost.uark.edu/ 
 
Plagiarism of any form or amount is prohibited in this course.  Plagiarizing a sentence or a page 
is treated the same.  The usual sanction given by the University is a zero on the assignment. 
 
 
 
 


