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Agenda
● Define the 

problem.
● Define open 

textbooks.
● Explain what 

actions we can 
take.



“…higher education 
shall be equally 
accessible to all”



(A)mong students who enter college, 

only 21 percent of those from poor 

families (lowest 25% of income earners) 

will earn a Bachelor’s degree by age 24, 

compared to 99 percent of students 

from rich families (highest 25%).

http://policymatters.illinois.edu/income-inequality-and-

educational-inequality-comparing-the-u-s-and-brazil/



The U.S. Department of Education projected that the 
cost would keep

2.4 million

low and moderate-income college-qualified high 
school graduates from completing college in the 
previous decade. 

The Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED529499.pdf



The University of Arkansas is 
determined to build a better world by 
providing transformational opportunities 
and skills, promoting an inclusive and 
diverse culture, nurturing creativity, and 
solving problems through research and 
discovery, all in service to Arkansas.

- UA Mission Statement
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Goal

Increase retention and graduation rates, post-

graduation employment and graduate education 

enrollment rates. 

Goal

Significantly increase recruitment and graduation 

rates of Arkansans, first-generation students and 

underserved student populations. 

- UA Strategic Plan





http://www.sheeo.org



http://www.sheeo.org

Higher Education Funding - Arkansas



Federal Reserve http://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/g19/Current/



Estimated expenses for 

academic year

2015-

2016

2016-

2017

2017-

2018

2018-

2019

% change 2017-2018 

to 2018-2019

Tuition and fees

In-state $8,522 $8,820 $9,062 $9,130 0.80%

Out-of-state $21,826 $23,168 $24,308 $25,168 3.50%

Books and supplies $1,000 $1,046 $1,046 $1,046 0.00%

https://finaid.uark.edu/cost-of-attendance.php



Full-time Beginning 

Undergraduate Students

Type of Aid

Number 

receiving aid

Percent 

receiving 

aid

Total amount 

of aid 

received

Average 

amount of aid 

received

Any student financial aid1 3,888 77% —— ——

Grant or scholarship aid 2,926 58% $21,096,256 $7,210 

Federal grants 966 19% $4,595,674 $4,757 

Pell grants 966 19% $4,310,624 $4,462 

Other federal grants 303 6% $285,050 $941 

https://finaid.uark.edu/cost-of-attendance.php

*



1 Grant or scholarship aid includes aid received, from the federal government, state or local 

government, the institution, and other sources known by the institution.

All 

Undergraduate 

Students

Type of Aid

Number 

receiving aid

Total amount of 

aid received

Average amount 

of aid received

Grant or 

scholarship aid1 12,699 $97,737,081 $7,696 

Pell grants 4,605 $19,474,611 $4,229 

Federal student 

loans 8,617 $56,910,805 $6,604 

https://finaid.uark.edu/cost-of-attendance.php



http://www.ocregister.com/2017/09/29/starving-students-no-longer-a-laughing-matter-as-free-college-food-pantries-spread/

http://www.ocregister.com/2017/09/29/starving-students-no-longer-a-laughing-matter-as-free-college-food-pantries-spread/


https://sites.temple.edu/cufba/





What can we do?

Tuition and Fees

Room and Board

Books and Supplies

Personal Expenses

Transportation
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http://www.dailytoreador.com/news/library-student-government-hoping-for-solution-to-expensive-book-
prices/article_490647b8-36d1-11e8-a857-9325559e8187.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/freshman-year/college-textbook-prices-have-risen-812-percent-1978-n399926

http://www.dailytoreador.com/news/library-student-government-hoping-for-solution-to-expensive-book-prices/article_490647b8-36d1-11e8-a857-9325559e8187.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/freshman-year/college-textbook-prices-have-risen-812-percent-1978-n399926


Students are told to 
budget between 
$1240 - $1440 for 
books and supplies 
each year.

UA: $1046

What they are actually 
spending is more like 
$415 per year.
Why the difference?

http://www.nacs.org/advocacynewsmedia/pressreleases/tabid/1579/ArticleID/867/Student-Spending-on-
Course-Materials-Declines.aspx

https://financialaid.unl.edu/2019-2020-estimated-cost-attendance

http://www.nacs.org/advocacynewsmedia/pressreleases/tabid/1579/ArticleID/867/Student-Spending-on-Course-Materials-Declines.aspx
https://financialaid.unl.edu/2019-2020-estimated-cost-attendance


Coping with the Cost
• Purchase an older edition of the textbook

• Delay purchasing the textbook

• Never purchase the textbook

• Share the textbook with other students

• Download textbooks from the internet



Tuition 61.65%

Course materials 39.56%

Housing costs 38.10%

Food expenses 31.02%

Living expenses 30.18%

Transportation 18.49%

Technology 15.45%

Additional school supplies 7.66%

Daycare 3.04%

Other 2.16%

What are your biggest cost challenges as a student?

Student Watch: Attitudes & Behaviors toward Course Materials. 2017-18 Report



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-zi8-4NN5I


In your academic career, has the cost of 
required textbooks caused you to:

https://dlss.flvc.org/documents/210036/1314923/2018+Student+Textbook+and+Course+Materials+Survey+Report+--+FINAL+VERSION+--+20190308.pdf/07478d85-89c2-3742-209a-9cc5df8cd7ea

64.2% Not purchase the required textbook

42.8% Take fewer courses

40.5% Not register for a specific course

35.6% Earn a poor grade

22.9% Drop a course

18.1% Withdraw from a course

17.2% Fail a course

https://dlss.flvc.org/documents/210036/1314923/2018+Student+Textbook+and+Course+Materials+Survey+Report+--+FINAL+VERSION+--+20190308.pdf/07478d85-89c2-3742-209a-9cc5df8cd7ea






$

Publisher

Textbook

$

Students

Author

College / 
University

Textbook

$

Students

Author

Foundations
Government

Consortia

$





https://blog.taaonline.net/2019/02/taa-announces-2019-textbook-award-winners/

https://blog.taaonline.net/2019/02/taa-announces-2019-textbook-award-winners/
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With Creative Commons licenses, you 
are free to…

Copy Mix

Share Keep

Edit Use
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Introductory, algebra-based, two-semester 
college physics

1272 pages

Available in
PDF
Print
Web

Bookshare (accessible)



Student Resources



Instructor Resources



Third Party Resources



https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/




University of Georgia

Pell eligible students +12.3%

Non-Pell eligible 

students
+7.4%

All Students +8.6%

-2.05%

-4.43%

-2.68%

Δ Grade Δ DFW

The Impact of Open Educational Resources on Various Student Success Metrics

Change from non-OER to OER

http://www.isetl.org/ijtlhe/pdf/IJTLHE3386.pdf


“…higher education 
shall be equally 
accessible to all”



Graduation Rate Within 8 Years

First Generation Students

26%

2nd and 3rd Generation 
Students

68%

Ward, Siegel, Davenport; “First-Generation College Students: Understanding and Improving the Experience from Recruitment to Commencement.” (2012)



The University of Arkansas is 
determined to build a better world by 
providing transformational opportunities 
and skills, promoting an inclusive and 
diverse culture, nurturing creativity, and 
solving problems through research and 
discovery, all in service to Arkansas.



How else can open textbooks 
improve student success?



Content Customization



Table of Contents

1. Descriptive statistics and 

frequency distributions

2. The normal and t-distributions

3. Making estimates

4. Hypothesis testing

5. The t-test

6. F-test and one-way anova

7. Some non-parametric tests

8. Regression basics
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Contextualization





Contextualization



Open Pedagogy 



Students Creating the Test Bank

“My small class of 35
students wrote 1400 
questions in the span 
of 10 weeks. ”



Opportunities for Innovative Pedagogy





Open Pedagogy Notebook
openpedagogy.org

openpedagogy.org


What can we do?

• Take a look!

• Write a review!

• Adopt if a book meets the needs of you and 
your students

• Raise awareness - talk with colleagues in your 
program and department



Academic Year Total for Annual 

Impact Report

2018-2019
Standard cost formula used is 

$100 per book.

Students Using OER 1620

1620x $100= $162,000 in Student 

Savings

Faculty Using OER 11

Courses Using OER 9

2017-2018

Students Using OER 119

119 x $100= $11,900 in Student 

Savings

Faculty Using OER 2

Courses Using OER 2



Writing a Review

Is there is a textbook in the Open Textbook Library that 
fits your class and/or expertise?

Incentive ($200) will be paid for:

1. attending this workshop, and

2. reviewing a textbook in the Open Textbook Library



Writing a Review

1. You will receive an email with a link to the online 
review form.

2. Complete a concise review by November 8.

3. The review will be posted on the Open Textbook 
Library under an open license.

4. Incentive will be paid.
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